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This article argues that liberal principles form the bedrock of democracy. Far
from being contradictory, these two ideologies are among the main outgrowths of
liberal philosophy. Accordingly, their different degree of attractiveness translates
more a mythical fiction about their values and implications than the reality of their
mutual history. Unmistakably expressed through the concept of liberal democracy;,
this link is typically hidden behind idealistic versions of the democratic order.
Since illiberal tendencies try to capture democratic narratives, liberal legitimate

expectations need to be clarified in order to show their democratic foundations.

Taken into account the complex realities of all societies, it is not uncommon
to have, in the same context, conflicting legitimate expectations that vary in
their function and nature. This is particularly the case with the negative liberties
advocated by liberalism. Promoting individual rights, they do not immediately
supersede collective practices, which, more often than not, include illiberal features.
Therefore, the history of liberalism is a slow and progressive deconstruction of
resilient illiberal systems that reveal ample capacities to adapt themselves to,
and justify their practices through economic and political liberalism. A striking
example of this renewed resistance was the use of democratic legitimacy, for
almost two centuries, to protect slavery and to impose racial segregation in large

parts of the United States.
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This article aims to distinguish the liberal approach to the thelogico-political
predicament from the secularist one. It tries to single out the main points of
difference and of overlapping between the two approaches at the empirical as
well as the normative level. It begins by studying the empirical level through the
juridical and institutional scheme of the relationship between state and churches.
This first part asserts that secularism understood as separation of the state from
religion was not the only model adopted to resolve the theologico-political
predicament in liberal and democratic countries. The second part, in which the
normative level is analyzed, the article points out the philosophical and theoretical
grounds of the liberal approach of this problem. A particular focus is put on John
Rawls>s political philosophy since it is considered to be one of the most consistent
theories with regard to this issue. Labeled political liberalism by its own author,
who thus distinguishes it from comprehensive liberalism, this theory does not
consider secularism as a comprehensive political and social theory, but only as
a political device that aims at implementing liberal values, such as liberty, equal
consideration and respect for all citizens, in the political arena. For this reason
political liberalism refuses to make secularism and its integrated conception of
the good and of the ideal of life and happiness the foundation of basic structure
of democratic society. But by the same token, it also rejects the supremacy of a
comprehensive religious conception of the good in the public space since a liberal
society is fundamentally plural in its conception of the good. At the end, the
article tries to assess the state of the ongoing debate in liberal democracies about
the legitimacy of the use of religious argument in public debate and to distinguish

the liberal position from other positions that may overlap with it.
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There are three facts that justify my research about Michel Foucault’s attitude
towards liberalism and new liberality. First, the objective fact, which is reflected in
his books: Security, Territory, Population, and The Birth of Biopolitics. Secondly,
the analytical fact, which is related to the concept of liberalism as a shape of
governance in his political and social philosophy. The third fact is the criticizing
fact that is related to different readings about his liberal analysis. These facts result
in two questions: what is the notion of liberalism and new liberalism according to

Foucault? and what is its value in the modern political and social philosophy?

To answer these questions, I analyzed the most important ideas that he presented
in these two books, especially what is related to his analysis of the French
Physiocratcy school in the 18th century, the German school of Freiburg or the
Ordoliberalism, and the American school of Chicago, or what is known as the
new liberalism in the 20th century, and their role in transforming the concept of
economy, which became an essential element in the new art of governing. This is

defined as liberal Governamentality in comparison to reason of state governance.

After this analytical step, I tried to criticize the overall ideas from two complete
points of view. The internal point of view is related to his political and social
philosophy and is centered around the concept of governementality. However,
the external point of view discusses the most important comments and criticisms
that accompanied the publication of these two books, and in conclusion, I
corroborated the most important results that show the value of Foucault’s liberal

and new liberal analysis.
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19- Michel Foucault, Naissance de la biopolitique, op-cit, p.42.
20- Tbid., p.57.
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Dowrkin's theory of law may be an urgent call for the adoption of ethical
principles as an alternative to the rules, but in its essence it is a triumph for equality
as an origin of all rights and a freedom basis. Which means that the legal system is
no longer composed of rules but of principles as well, and that a judge does not need
to establish a legal basis or exercise his discretion in difficult situations, but rather
to seek the «best answer» within the effects of law and history. It also means that
the prevailing legal situation and economic pragmatism, with all their implications
for «shortcomings», «crisis,» and «stuffed concepts», must leave the area for Liberal
Egalitarianism as its ability to defend rights and the requirements of freedom and
equality. The crisis of rational application of Law has been intensified and it is time
to restore confidence between the judge and the litigants to link judicial decisions to
moral principles; and this means linking Law to a liberal conception of rights. This
is the main thesis on which Dowrkin worked and occupied an important part of his

ideas; this is what we have tried to show in this article.
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This research is classifiedamong the framework of the history of ideas, and aims
to follow the stages of forming the idea of individuality in Western thought. It
startsout from admitting that individuality, if it is the daughter of modern society,
has gradually crystallized through a slow and complex historical process, in the
context of interaction with various factors, from ancient to the modern age, in
which its theoretical features were clearly established and the principles of theoretical
organization were founded, Western societies moved to the stage of actualization
of individuality in social reality at the beginning of the nineteenth century, when
new questions were raised not only about the abstract and general meaning of the
individual but also about the individual who had been achieved on the ground
and began to live, in a problematic way, his freedom as a gain; which gradually led
to individualism being the subject of a question by nineteenth-century socialist
thinkers and the currents of social philosophy in the contemporary period. As the
title of this study shows, I will not shed lighton this last stage of the history of
individualism, which extends from the nineteenth century to the present day, but I
will try to trace the great stages of the intellectual history of the concept that stands
at the end of the eighteenth century, through two main titles; namely:

- The intellectual roots of individualism.

- The intellectual foundations of individualism in its modern sense.
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Democracies do not always promote multiculturalism. But deliberative democracy
has specific features. On the one hand, deliberative democracy commits itself not
to rely on a unique cultural and claims to welcome cultural pluralism. On the other
hand, deliberative democracy has a problematic relationship to some cultures.
Many traditional cultures are viewed by theorists of deliberative democracy as
comprehensive doctrines of the good in the Rawlsian sense, that is, as consistent
systems of thought and action grounded on ultimate convictions believed to be
true independently from any deliberative procedure, and from which mandatory
prescriptions derive. Among them, only those that overlap with a free-standing view

on political conceptions of justice are reasonable.

This paper raises objections against this view. Cultures are not comprehensive
doctrines of goods and many times they are not derived at all from comprehensive
doctrines. Cultures doe not merely contribute to the exercise of deliberative
democracy as an ethical anchorage. Deliberation and deliberative democracy also
produce culture. Cultures are not to be considered as the sole domain of particular
determinations. Rather, diversity of cultures — and especially multiculturalism -
may contribute to the existence of a universalizing point of view ‘from nowhere,

which is neither mere tolerance nor mere ‘recognition’.
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